
 
COMPASSION 

   Sorrow for the sufferings or trouble of others, accompanied by an urge to help. 

 

“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, 

and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” 

Matthew 9:36 
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My name is Daniel Fennell and I have used drugs/alcohol a majority of my life. My dad was really bad on 
drugs and he was always drinking. He was abused as well. At the age of 13, I remember waking up at 
around 3 in the morning to my mom screaming from outside. I went to look and my dad was choking her. I 
hit him with a hammer to get him off her. Shortly after that my older sister was raped by her dad. I  
didn’t see much of my mom after that. I bounced around from house to house, basically raising myself doing 
drugs. At the age of 22, I tried meth for the first time and didn’t put it down until I was 41. That’s 
when God started working in my life. I was arrested and God sent me to Project New Start. I am no   
longer following the foot steps of my father. I now have a new Father that has given me a new chance at 
life. Thank you Jesus! 

My name is Billy Shackleford. I was an addict for over 30 years. But thanks to me coming to PNS all of that is behind 
me now. Before coming here, I was homeless living day to day, just trying to cope with life. The only way I knew how 
was with meth. I let the dope get way out of hand. My wife of 26 years passed away Easter Sunday 2020. I brought 
the dope into her life and it consumed us both. I didn’t know she had pulmonary heart disease and she didn’t either. I 
even blamed myself for her death. Even though I was told it wasn’t my fault , she just had a bad heart. My daughters 
wouldn’t have anything to do with me because they said I chose meth over them and not to come to their house if I 
couldn’t leave the dope alone. I told them I understood and respect their wishes. I came to PNS November 5th 2024. 
I’ve been drug free now for 8 months. In March 2025, I called my baby girl and told her I was here. I told her I didn’t 
chose the drugs over her and her sister. The drugs got ahold me and wouldn’t let go. But now I’m here at PNS my   
addiction is behind me. Now I talk to my daughter and she tells me how proud she is. 

My name is Tony Poindexter and this has been a long time coming. I was an addict for 27 years and hated it. 
7 years in Prison with constant chaos in my life. It always seemed like I was on the run. Now my Heavenly  
Father has put his hand on my life and turned me around. I’m no longer a person without a purpose. I have 
peace, love, and joy with a calling. I was a lost soul! Now I am a somebody, telling everybody about a man 
named Jesus. He can do for you what he has done for me. Thank you Lord for putting my life back together 
and giving me a new start. 

My name is Sierra Cotton. I’m 30 years old from Little Rock, Arkansas. Also, I’m a single mother of a 4 year old 
little girl. Before I came to Project New Start, I was in a really bad place as a person as well as a mother. My 
drug of choice was meth. At the time, I didn’t realize that it wasn’t only me it was hurting. I was neglecting 
my child at that time even though in my mind, I thought I wasn’t. Since I’ve been at Project New Start, my life 
has completely turned around. That is because I found God! Growing up, my family wasn’t church going people.   
I really didn’t know who God was or have any type of relationship with him. I have completely turned my life 
over to him and have become a better person. He wants me to be sober and successful. 

My name is Jennifer Leonard and I struggled with addiction. I’m  23 years old from Melbourne, Arkansas. 
When I first started using meth, I used for two and a half years. Once I found out I was pregnant, I started 
back to church and by God’s grace I was clean for 11 months. My husband and I dropped out of church again, 
relapsed , then went to jail. That was God’s blessing in disguise! Through jail we found Project New Start and 
ultimately, God. I’m blessed to be in a place where God is working in people’s lives around me, including my 
own. I’m planning to stay around Newport, Arkansas and start new with my family. I plan on going to church 
in Batesville with the rest of my family to keep building strong relationships. I thank God for all that he is  
doing, and how he continues to work in me despite all I have done. 
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My name is Natalia and I’m seven years old. I came to 
PNS with my mom in August. We are about to move 
into our new house. The best thing about Project New 
Start is my friends. I really like the food and my comfy 
bed. Me and my mom are happier and I am learning 
how to listen to my mom. I am very proud of her  
because she stopped doing drugs. I am happy ! 

My name is Jace and I’m seven years old. I came to 
PNS with  my mom in March. Now my Dad is here too 
and I am so happy. I like that I get to see him. He was 
in jail, but now we are all together again. My favorite 
part of Project New Start is getting to go places. I 
loved going fishing with my parents. I like going to 
revivals. I  am proud of my mom and dad. I love 
them! 

I’m Melissa Clay and I have always been 
a child of God. I got into a relationship 
with someone that was in a secret witch 
devil cult.  I felt entrapped. So I  waited 
on God to remove me, to where I could 
fight off what they had put on me or 
what they had done. I’m here at Project 
New Start to undo what they have done 
and build my relationship with God. I am 
a new creation in Christ and have been 
set free. 

Wish List 
 Outdoor Games/ Outdoor Toys 

 Water balloons/Slip & slide/ 
Sprinklers 

 Summer Clothes/Flip flops /
Swim Wear /Floaties 

 Patio Furniture 

 Hygiene products 

 Sunscreen & Bug spray 

 Pillows & Twin Bedding  

 Living Room Furniture 

 Wal-Mart & Grocery Store 
Gift Cards 

For those who are led by the 

Spirit of God are the children 

of God. 

Romans 8:14 

My name is Melody Howell and I’m 32 years 
old. I started using drugs when I was 13. 
Over the years I went from weed to Xanax, 
coke, extasy. By the time I was 19, I was on 
meth. Jail was a revolving door for me and I 
ended up going to RPF when I was 21. I lost 
custody of 3 of my kids while I was there. 
After being released, I returned to the same 
people, places, and things. I’ve wasted so 
many years of my life using drugs. It was 
time to really do something different, so this 
time around I asked them to send me to 
rehab. That’s how I ended up coming to 
PNS. For the fist time in my life, I got saved 
and accepted God into my life. I am a new 
creation in Christ and he has delivered me. 
He has given me reunification and         
restoration of my family and my life since 
I’ve been here. 

My name is Sue Dixon. I’m 33 years old with 2 sons. One is 16 the other is 2 and we’re from North Little Rock, Arkansas. Before I 
came to Project New Start, I was homeless and on meth. I had lost my boys to DHS. I started praying to God to help me get my 
life together and within a few days I ended up here. Since I’ve been here, I’ve got my boys, I’m sober, and I’m finding my      
wayback to God. I don’t ever want to go back to that life. I’m so happy with the life I live. I now live for God and always will. God 
saved me and my boys from only God know what. Thank you God! I plan to keep my family in church. I have found peace,    
happiness, love and joy again and it feels amazing. I Can’t wait to be able to tell people how God is real and has helped me. Just 
don’t ever lose faith. Stay prayed up! When you least expect it, he’ll show up and show out like he did me. I got my boys and I’m 
engaged to the most amazing man I’ve ever met. Thank you God for getting me back to where I need to be! 

As iron sharpens iron, 

So one person sharpens another. 

Proverbs 27:17 

 


